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William could restore Marlborough's offices and
as a further mark of reconciliation appoint him
governor to Anne's nine-year-old son, the Duke
of Gloucester.

The Treaty of Ryswick (1697), by which the
long conflict between William III and Louis XIV
was   brought to  an   end,   was   a   compromise.
For nine years Louis had fought against England,
Holland, Spain, Savoy, Austria and many Ger-
man princes and had held his  own.    In  the
Treaty he kept the conquests won in earlier wars
and gained the important town of Strasbourg,
although   he   surrendered   in   exchange   three
German towns which he had taken.    To secure
their  frontier,   the   Dutch   were   permitted   to
maintain garrisons in the Spanish Netherlands
(Belgium) and William was recognized as King
of England.   But the Treaty did not look like a
permanent settlement, for it was known that one
reason which induced Louis to sign an instru-
ment which left him in a weaker position than
when Charles II ruled England was the approach-
ing extinction of the Spanish Habsburg line.
With the death of Charles the Sufferer, the last
Spanish Habsburg,  the  break-up  of the  vast
Spanish Empire seemed certain.    Louis, whose
wife was the half-sister of Charles the Sufferer,
hoped to profit extensively and was anxious to
concentrate his superb diplomatic resources on
preparing for the delightful eventuality.

William was, of course, well aware of all this
and knew that the possession of Spanish Flanders
by the French Crown would be the greatest
menace imaginable to the strategic security of